
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

MARCH 12, 2008 

 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 
1. Council President Stinney announced that notice of this meeting was given 
 in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and led the assembly in 
 the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by roll call. 
 
 PRESENT     ABSENT 

 Tom Inge 
 Sherry Scull  
 Richard Prickett 
 Diane Stinney 
 Ken Cartier (arrived at 6:02 pm) 
 
 Also present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Chris  
    Vaz, Township Clerk Mary Ann Young  
 
Chairman Stinney called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR FORMAL ACTION, AS 

ADVERTISED: For the purpose of discussing the 2008 Municipal Budget as 

present by the Mayor.  Formal action will be taken. 

 
Mrs. Stinney announced that the meeting will be opened for general public 
comments at 8:00 pm as required by law.  Mrs. Stinney informed that due to 
Governor Corzine’s cut of state aid to municipalities which resulted in an 
approximate $365,000 reduction in state aid to Pemberton Township that was 
anticipated in this year’s Budget, Council will be revisiting the Budget.  She 
advised that Council will be discussing and making a determination of the 
recommendations received from Administration.  Mrs. Stinney commented how 
wonderful it is to see the Department Heads this evening at the Budget hearing.  
She noted there were two Budget meetings prior this one and there was only 
person that attended so it is wonderful that they came out for whatever questions 
Council may have this evening.  Mayor Patriarca clarified that Department Heads 
are not here to make comments to Council this evening.  The Mayor noted they are 
here on their own accord and not at Administration’s desire.  He instructed that any 
questions from Council on the Budget will be directed towards Administration.  
Mrs. Stinney expressed that it is still good to see them here.  Mrs. Stinney added 
that a Budget is very important and has an impact on everyone.  Mr. Prickett asked 
how Council is going to proceed tonight; if they are going to go through every line 
in the book, review the Mayor’s proposed cuts and if the Council President had 
direction for the Council.  Mrs. Stinney conveyed the precedence of the order of 
going through the Budget, noting if they choose to go to another department to 
please feel free to do so since they are revisiting the Budget.  Mrs. Stinney noted 
that Council received the recommendations from Administration dated March 11th.  
Mr. Prickett commented that they were received yesterday.  Mrs. Stinney replied 
yes, March 11th was yesterday.  Mr. Prickett relayed that Council President 
indicated at the last Council meeting that Council would have those on Friday and 
that was discussed and asked Mrs. Stinney advise Council as to why they did not 
receive the recommendations.  Mrs. Stinney informed she sent an email to Mrs. 
Young asking when the recommendations of the Budget cuts would be available 
and her response back on Friday was that she had not heard back from the Mayor 
or Administration.  Mrs. Stinney conveyed that she also called on Monday and 
while she knows Administration is working hard and these decisions are very 



difficult and she knows they did the best that they could she expressed it’s always 
good to have a plan A and a plan B as they knew there would be cuts.  Mrs. 
Stinney stated as it may stand, supports what they have done this far.  Mr. Prickett 
noted there was a meeting on March 6th for the Budget and there were a number of 
reports that were requested for more information; one was the Recreation’s 
software program and there were a few other items that he doesn’t remember at the 
moment and doesn’t know if there were other reports that were requested before 
that and wondered if she had received that information yet.  Mrs. Stinney deferred 
to Mr. Vaz as he gave quite a run down on the Recreation software.  Mr. Vaz 
informed that Administration received a three page report from Ms. Redmond last 
Friday or Saturday and will forward this to Council.  Mr. Prickett confirmed that 
Council has not received this report yet.  Mr. Inge asked Mr. Vaz if he received the 
report on Friday, why hasn’t Council received it yet noting today is Wednesday 
when Council is having a Budget hearing.  Mr. Vaz replied that he has to review 
the report first and was out of the office for a good deal yesterday and when he was 
in the office he was working on the Budget.  Mr. Inge commented on the 
possibility that review of the Recreation Department may not be finished today 
until Council receives the report.  Mr. Vaz acknowledged that is up to Council and 
that is one alternative.  Mr. Prickett reminded that Council had also requested a 
report on in-house emergency services.  Mr. Vaz stated Administration did not 
prepare a report on EMS mainly because their Budget proposal of cuts to Council 
indicates a reduction of that, which they believe was the sentiment of the majority 
of Council as expressed at the last meeting.  Mr. Vaz added that if Council is 
inclined to reinstate the funding or maintain it, Administration would be happy to 
prepare the report for Council.  Mr. Prickett advised that he would still like the 
report since Mr. Vaz had indicated in his memo forwarded to Council that he 
thought it was a good idea to move with the in-house service in that these are the 
building blocks to that service and reiterated that he would still like to receive the 
report that he had asked for a few Saturdays ago.  Mr. Prickett commented on the 
proposed list in particular one item that has to do with cutting back on paid service.  
Mr. Prickett noted a few Saturdays ago, Council was in a quandary to make sure 
there was enough money in the current first aid service to move throughout the 
year, noting it was budgeted for a couple of months.  Mr. Prickett asked if Mr. Vaz 
had a number in the report that would indicate how much the Council would have 
to put back into the current paid service.  Mr. Vaz replied he would want a Budget 
of at least the same as last year; the last three months that have gone by.  Mr. 
Prickett thanked Mr. Vaz.  Mr. Vaz stated to strike his comment.  Mr. Inge asked if 
it is budgeted for the fourth quarter.  Mr. Vaz responded that the in-house paid 
service was only budgeted for the fourth quarter but there was funding in there for 
whoever wins the bid to cover them up until that point.  Mr. Vaz stated at this 
point, he would want to make sure they have twelve months to cover which would 
at least be the amount that was in there from last year’s Budget.  Mr. Inge 
reminded that he requested some information regarding two patrolmen being paid 
through the UEZ and information for the after school program to be paid through 
the UEZ.  Mr. Inge acknowledged he did receive information today regarding the 
after school program but did not receive any information regarding the two 
additional patrol officers ability to be paid through the UEZ.  Mr. Vaz replied the 
two Police Officers that are presently funded through the UEZ are Officers 53 and 
54.  He explained that this year’s UEZ Budget request includes year two funding 
but it is not for an additional two Police Officers; it is to continue to fund the 
existing two Police Officers who at the time were an addition of two Police 
Officers to whatever the TO was at the time.  Mr. Inge clarified that his question 
was whether the Township was able through the UEZ to hire another two Police 
Officers making it a total of four Police Officers to be paid through the UEZ.  Mr. 
Vaz advised that they could certainly ask the State program for that if there is a 
need and they can show a need in the application.  Mr. Vaz reiterated that this 
year’s funding request is to maintain the two that are there.  Mr. Prickett asked if 
there was any research done to find out whether they can use UEZ money to pay 
for those two officers if they reduce their force by two.  Mr. Vaz questioned Mr. 



Prickett’s question of reducing by two.  Mr. Prickett explained that originally the 
Township had a police force of 57, and they added these two UEZ positions 
making it 59 and in the Budget that was received from the Mayor’s office there 
were two positions removed from that Budget.  Mr. Vaz explained that maybe 
where the confusion lies because the information that Administration has is the two 
Officers that were hired under the year one program were actually Officers 53 and 
54.   Mrs. Scull noted that currently the Township has 57 Officers.  Mr. Vaz 
advised the present TO for the Police Department by Ordinance is 57.  Mrs. Scull 
added that Administration could look to see if the UEZ could fund two more 
Officers and then they would be 58 and 59 and asked what kind of process is 
involved to do that.  Mr. Vaz answered it has to be submitted as part of what Mr. 
Jones sends to the State as part of the Budget for the UEZ.  Mrs. Scull commented 
that was probably already due.  Mr. Vaz informed that they have to actually fund 
it.  Mr. Prickett informed that has already been done and the last time they met two 
additional Police Officers were funded.  Mrs. Scull clarified not under the UEZ.  
Mr. Prickett stated that is correct and added that he was wondering if at this point 
they would be reimbursed since they don’t pay 100% of that there is a possible 
reimbursement from the UEZ and emphasized that it is important to keep the two 
police in the Budget whether they are supported by the UEZ or not.  Mrs. Scull 
noted they are cutting $2,000 from furniture which is money that is going to come 
back and asked why they are cutting something that will be reimbursed.  It was 
noted that that item is not reimbursed.   
 
Mrs. Stinney relayed the following proposed Budget cuts from Administration: 
 
Department 100: 
Line Item #2-02300, Printing and Binding, reduce by $2,500.  Line Item #2-04200,  
Education & Training, reduce by $500 and Line Item #2-05700, Furniture, reduce 
from $2,000 to 0. 
 
 Motion by Prickett  to reduce Line Item #1-01514 Governing Body, page 5, 
 from $31,050 to $25,000 which is a reduction of  $6,050 from this line item.   
 
Mayor Patriarca asked Mr. Prickett where this is from.  Mr. Prickett advised this is 
the salary and wages line for the governing body.  The Mayor asked Mr. Prickett if 
he would be giving up his salary.  Mr. Prickett responded no; that would be 
reducing the salary for each Council member to $5,000.  Mayor Patriarca asked for 
the breakdown so everyone is clear.   
 
 Motion seconded by Inge.  Prickett, yes; Inge, yes; Cartier, no; Scull, no; 
 Stinney, no.  Motion failed. 
 
Mrs. Scull stated she does not have a problem with the 2008 reductions as 
suggested by Administration.   
  

 Motion by Cartier to reduce Department 110, Line Item #2-057, Furniture by 
 $2,000.   
 
Mrs. Scull asked if this had to be done for everyone.  Mrs. Stinney replied no, 
because it is the Mayor’s recommendation.  Mr. Cartier commented these are 
recommendations and not corrections and Council still has review them. Mrs. 
Stinney commented that Council will vote on each department. 
 
Mrs. Stinney requested they go back to Department 100.  Mrs. Young advised 
there is a motion on the floor.  Mr. Cartier noted there is only one line in this 
department and they might as well finish it.   
 
 Motion seconded by Scull.  Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Mr. Prickett 
 commented the furniture is planned for the office that he is in and didn’t 



 know if it would be appropriate for him to abstain but he votes yes; Stinney, 
 yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Scull commented that it wasn’t furniture for him.  Mr. Prickett acknowledged 
it was not, it was the furniture for a conference room.  Mrs. Stinney announced that 
Council will now go back to Department 100.   
 
 Motion by Scull and Prickett to approve the Mayor’s recommendation of 
 removal of $5,000 from Department 100.  
 
Mr. Cartier asked what Printing and Binding was.  The Mayor advised it was for 
the newsletter.   
 
 Scull, yes; Prickett, yes; Cartier, yes; Inge, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion 
 carried. 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT #130 
 
 Motion by Prickett to remove from Line Item #2-04100, Conferences, $750 
 and to remove from Line Item #2-05800, Office Equipment, $500.  Prickett, 
 yes; Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
COUNCIL DEPARTMENT #170 
 
 Motion by Prickett to remove $2,000 from Line Item #2-05700, Furniture.   
 
Mr. Inge asked what the line was.  Mrs. Stinney informed it is UEZ.  Mr. Prickett 
clarified it is Department 170, Line Item #2-05700, Furniture and it is $2,000.  Mr. 
Inge asked if this was paid out of UEZ funds.  Mayor Patriarca replied no, not 
furniture.  He advised that they get a $22,000 payment from the UEZ to offset 
salaries.   
 
 Scull seconded the motion.  Prickett, yes; Scull, yes; Cartier, yes; Inge, no; 
 Stinney, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT #240 
Mrs. Scull asked if Council could come back to this department.  Mr. Prickett 
commented that nobody is here.  Ms. Scull is commenting but is not being picked 
up on the recorder because she is too far away from a microphone.  Mrs. Stinney 
informed that Mrs. Scull has recommended that Council come back to this 
department.  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT #255 
Mrs. Stinney noted the proposed reduction for Goodwill, Line Item #2-15005 from 
$24,000 to 0.  Mrs. Scull asked Administration for the rationale as Goodwill has 
responded quite a bit to their calls.  Mrs. Scull noted that Goodwill is receiving 
more funding than their fire companies are receiving.  Someone interjected that the 
additional funding was not from them.  Mrs. Scull informed that she understands it 
is not from them, but added that she is reading the rationale and wants to make sure 
she understands.  Mr. Inge advised that he also requested from Administration the 
amount of calls that were made by the fire departments and how many calls were 
answered by the fire departments since they are supposed to have that information.  
Mr. Inge reminded that he requested this at the last meeting and also at a Council 
meeting.  Mrs. Stinney informed that she spoke with the Mayor about her concerns 
regarding the cuts.  Mr. Inge asked if this information was available noting that 
Council has not received it.  Mr. Vaz advised that Administration has not received 
it yet either.  Mr. Inge expressed that until Council receives this information, he 
would not remove the $24,000 from that line item.  Mr. Prickett relayed that 
whenever there is a fire on his side of the town where he lives, he sees Goodwill 



flying by in their fire trucks and he is pleased that they respond so quickly.  Mr. 
Prickett stated on behalf of those folks in his area of town, he wholeheartedly 
supports them to continue being funded the way they are now and expressed that 
all the encouragement they can give them should be extended because they do a 
good job.  Mr. Inge conveyed that just a few months ago, Administration had 
closed the Magnolia Road Fire Department for a certain period of time and Council 
still hasn’t received any data and reiterated that he doesn’t see how Council can 
remove that line item.  Mr. Inge questioned $24,000 being budgeted for a fire 
department that was closed by Administration and the proposal to not fund a fire 
department that wasn’t closed by Administration and as far as he understands is 
still serving the Township.  Ms. Scull asked if this was discussed with the Chiefs to 
see if they can meet the demand of the calls.  Mayor Patriarca explained the 
rationale behind the suggested cut is that the Township currently gives an outside 
department $24,000 which is a donation in a contracted form and they give their 
own local volunteer fire companies the same amount.  The Mayor noted the 
Township is the only source for their local departments in excess of their own 
fundraising such as bingos, etc.  Mayor Patriarca conveyed that Goodwill has 
another source of funding which is Pemberton Boro which contributes another 
$21,500 in addition to funding from the County of Burlington for servicing the 
County Buildings in Pemberton Township.  The Mayor explained Administration’s 
rationale was not to stop contracting with the Boro but to create some type of 
equitable amount between what their fire departments receive and what the 
Goodwill fire department receives.  Mayor Patriarca noted that part of 
Administration’s recommendation included funding $2,500 to Goodwill to bring 
them up to the $24,000 that the Township’s fire companies receive and then if they 
need additional funding they can explore other options as their companies do.  The 
Mayor conveyed that Administration did not feel that it was fair to contract that 
much money outside of the department and does not dispute the fact that they 
service the town.  He expressed that they do appreciate what Goodwill does for the 
town, but they also have to consider their own fire departments and what they do 
for the town.  He relayed that if this is what it takes to run an operation, and then 
maybe they should be funding Browns Mills, Country Lakes and Presidential 
Lakes in excess of $50,000 for what they need to operate in a year.  He expressed 
that they are shortchanging their own fire companies within their Township.  He 
noted that with this Budget, they know this is not going to happen.  They are 
looking to make cuts and do not believe that they are going to lose service or their 
firefighters if there is a fire.  He acknowledged they are not going to turn their back 
on someone in need and they are not looking to turn their back on the company but 
reiterated they have to be fair.  Mrs. Scull asked if Goodwill gets a subsidy from 
the County.  Mayor Patriarca conveyed it is his understanding that the County pays 
Goodwill approximately $2,000 for servicing the County buildings within the 
Township.  The Mayor added there is a layer of revenue that is certainly not equal 
to what their own companies in the Township receive and he felt this was an area 
they had to explore.  Mrs. Scull expressed concern that there are a number of 
firefighters that belong to Goodwill that are Township residents.  Mrs. Scull added 
that they are out there protecting the Township and she is not comfortable cutting 
all of the money for goodwill.  Mr. Cartier reminded that they can’t get Goodwill 
to sign the contract as it is.  Mrs. Scull acknowledged awareness of this.  Mayor 
Patriarca reminded that the Township still supplies fuel to Goodwill and was their 
highest fuel bill last year, they used in excess of 1,100 gallons and they also 
respond to other towns that they are supplying the fuel for.  All of the fuel that is 
being used to go to these other towns is the Township’s.  The Mayor added that 
they contract to do maintenance in excess of anything over $5,000 in previous 
contracts and if it was a major issue with a vehicle that was being prepared they 
would split that with the Boro.  Mayor Patriarca reminded Council that they also 
purchase the equipment for the companies and Pemberton Township contributes 
considerably to Goodwill.  He noted that when buying a $500,000 piece of 
equipment, the Pemberton Township residents are paying 50% or 25% of it 
depending on which rate they’re looking at.  The Mayor reiterated that Pemberton 



Township residents do contribute to Goodwill Fire Company, but they also need to 
be equitable when they distribute that money to their own fire companies.  He 
expressed that this is an area that Administration felt would be a fair and equitable 
cut.  Mr. Inge expressed that his opinion on that is that they would have to add on 
certain things but the information that Council requested, the Mayor can’t provide 
the data for yet he wants Council to make a cut.  Mr. Inge further stated that until 
he receives the data, he will not approve that cut.  Mrs. Stinney asked the Mayor 
how long it would take to get the information.  The Mayor replied he does not have 
the call data at this time and is not basing this cut on the amount of calls that 
Goodwill responds to.  Mr. Inge replied that is one of his problems regarding the 
question of who is going to respond to the residents’ calls.  Mrs. Stinney stated to 
the Mayor that it was requested by a Council member to receive this information 
so Council can respond.  Mayor Patriarca explained that he cannot get the 
information right now.  Mr. Inge reminded that the original request for that 
information came from Administration several months back as he stated before.  
Mr. Inge reiterated that it was not his request originally; it was Administration’s 
request for that information.  Mrs. Stinney noted it appears the majority of Council 
would like to receive this information before they can make a sensible decision on 
where Council needs to go with this department.  Mrs. Stinney advised that 
Council is meeting tomorrow noting perhaps that information will be available 
tomorrow.  Mr. Prickett stated that the Mayor had mentioned that Goodwill 
responds to calls outside of the Township and Boro and Pemberton Township is 
paying for the fuel for those calls.  Mr. Prickett asked the Mayor if there were fire 
companies and first aid squads that respond to Pemberton Township’s needs and if 
that’s true and they do that on a significant basis, perhaps they should consider 
supplying them with fuel for coming to their town or at least reimburse them for 
the fuel that they use to respond to their emergencies.  Mayor Patriarca stated that 
he would suggest increasing the fuel line in the Budget.  Mrs. Scull noted all the 
Townships support each other.  Mr. Prickett acknowledged that is the point the 
Mayor made.  Mr. Prickett further added he wanted to address that it is a shared 
service between communities.  Mrs. Stinney commented that Department 255 can 
be revisited and Council can move on to Department 260.  Mr. Prickett responded 
that he has no interest in revisiting this and thinks it should be left exactly the way 
it is.   
 
FIRE AND EMS DEPARTMENT 260: 
Mrs. Stinney relayed the proposal that Line Item #2-15102, Country Lakes EMS, is 
reduced from $24,000 to 0 and Line Item #2-15104, Presidential Lakes Rescue, 
reduce from $24,000 to 0.  Mr. Inge commented that prior to turning the Country 
Lakes Emergency Squad Building over to the Construction Office, it should be 
advertised to let the residents of Country Lakes voice their opinion about that.  
Mayor Patriarca asked Council if they decided to turn that building over to a 
Construction Office.  Mr. Prickett noted that Mr. Inge is just responding to the 
Mayor’s proposal that Country Lakes be dissolved, the entity, and turn the facility 
over to the Township and asked Mr. Inge if that is what he was referring to.  Mr. 
Inge responded yes and added that he thinks the Mayor knows what he was talking 
about.  Mrs. Scull asked if they had enough volunteers to man these two squads.  
Mrs. Stinney commented that the public is here and she is so happy to see 
everyone here this evening and would like to read the recommendations since she 
doesn’t see how the public is happy with this.  Mrs. Stinney read the following 
from Administration’s memo to Council, “Our proposal is to eliminate funding for 
Country Lakes EMS, if approved, and it will require Administration to resolve a 
separate, but related issue.  They are advised that the $24,000 annual contribution 
to the organization is its principal source of revenue and covers most of its 
expenses – including an outstanding mortgage from the United States Department 
of Agriculture approved sometime between 1985 and 1989.  The most recent 
financial statement for the organization on file in the Finance Office indicates that 
as of December 31, 2006, there was a loan balance of $105,041.  Administration 
intends to propose to Country Lakes EMS that the organization should dissolve 



and its assets be conveyed to the Township.  To accomplish this, the Township – 
using Construction Code Trust monies – would pay Country Lakes EMS the 
balance of the loan debt so that the organization can pay off the loan.  Thereafter, 
the organization would convey its assets to the Township and we would move the 
Construction Office, and perhaps other inspections related offices to the building.”  
Mr. Prickett asked if that would save the Township money or cost the Township 
money to have another building to maintain.  Mrs. Stinney replied to Mr. Prickett 
that is his opinion.  Mrs. Scull commented that they are already maintaining it 
because they are giving them $24,000 a year.  Mr. Prickett stated at the last Budget 
meeting several Saturdays ago, Council all agreed to have an in-house service for 
emergency medical.  He reminded that they requested information two weeks ago 
and haven’t received that information.  He suggested Administration decided it is 
not feasible so they want to take that off the table.  Mr. Prickett noted they have 
had some minor discussions on the difficulty of getting calls in relationship to 
Monoc having first call status.  He relayed they were just preliminary discussions, 
and thinks that before they start looking at cutting the funding out for these two 
departments, they need to get some research and get to know the details.  He 
advised that Mr. Inge has asked for the calls, and they need to have the data before 
they make a decision, not a decision that is made on information that Council 
received not even 24 hours ago.  Mr. Prickett conveyed it is very premature to look 
at this at this time.  Mrs. Scull commented that Council can decide as well to 
increase the Budget by the 4.2 cents that the Governor cut, noting that they have to 
look at everything and determine what they really need.  Mrs. Scull stated that 
today none of them want to do that but they have to look at all of this seriously and 
decide what they actually want to do.  She expressed if there are things that 
Council doesn’t want to cut then they will have to look at raising taxes; they can’t 
just sit here and say no to everything without having some alternatives.  Mr. Inge 
explained that is why he asked for more information.  Mr. Inge asked if they can’t 
get the information, how they are going to make a decision.  Mrs. Stinney asked 
Council what they would like to do or revisit.  Mrs. Scull stated she doesn’t know 
that she would vote to cut both of those and thinks they need an ambulance in that 
area and perhaps keep Presidential Lakes and the get the Country Lakes volunteers 
to help them out.  Mrs. Scull informed this is something she would rather revisit.   
Mrs. Stinney asked Council if they would like to revisit.  Mrs. Stinney reiterated 
that it is nice to have the people in the audience and maybe there will be triple the 
amount tomorrow.  
 
PAID EMS DEPARTMENT #262: 
Mr. Prickett stated Line Item 2-15106, EMS Contract Service, is estimated at nine 
months at $4,500 per month and should be increased per the recommendation of 
the Mayor and not to go for in-house.  Mr. Prickett noted he would like to come up 
with a number at this point if Council needs to add to this if that is the scenario the 
Council takes.  Mr. Prickett asked for some advice from the Business 
Administrator and asked if $60,000 is going to cover the cost for the year for the 
EMS Contract Service.  Mr. Vaz informed it has to be re-bid so it will certainly 
depend on what numbers come in when there is a bid but as the contract is now, it 
is $4,500 so he wouldn’t suggest budgeting less than that, times twelve.  Mr. Vaz 
reminded there was also a discussion regarding adding a second rig in the town as 
a second responder to the first rig and that might have been part of the 
consideration for going to the $60,000 level.  Mr. Prickett asked if that is increased 
by $19,500.  Mr. Vaz noted if Council figures a 10% increase over 2007, they 
would be in the ballpark of $60,000.  Mr. Prickett asked Administration what their 
recommendation is on this.  Mayor Patriarca stated if they are not doing a paid 
EMS, then Administration would suggest funding the paid squad that they are 
currently contracted with for a year.  Mr. Prickett asked if Administration was 
recommending that now is not the time to have an in-house service.  Mrs. Stinney 
acknowledged that is their recommendation.  Mr. Prickett continued that 
Administration’s recommendation is to decrease the Salaries from $118,000 to 0, 
reduce Maintenance of Equipment from $40,000 to 0 and reduce Miscellaneous 



Expenses from $1,000 to 0.  Mrs. Scull acknowledged that as much as she hates to 
agree with this cut because it is something she would like to see them have she 
thinks at this time with finances as they are they probably would have to cut this. 
 
 Motion by Prickett and Scull to increase Line Item 2-15106, EMS Contract 
 Service, by $19,500 to a total of $60,000.   
  
Mr. Cartier pointed out that Council just increased it over what they started with 
tonight.  Mr. Prickett noted that it is better to make sure and what was done the last 
time is that some cuts were made and there was not enough coverage for the 
Contract Service to last for the entire year.  Mr. Prickett explained the reason he 
made a motion to increase that to $60,000 is to ensure they have their contract 
service and he would be more than glad if this passes to reduce those other 
numbers.  Mrs. Scull asked Mr. Vaz if the $54,000 is what it would take for the 
entire year.  Mr. Cartier noted that is what it was last year.  Mr. Vaz clarified that 
was the 2007 number.  Mr. Inge stated you have to add 10% to that.  Mr. Vaz 
noted one should be concerned about the bid coming in higher than it did in 2007 
just considering cost of living increases.  Mrs. Scull commented that they can’t cut 
the other funds and not raise this one.  Mr. Cartier noted if what the Mayor is 
proposing in the recommendation of Country Lakes and Presidential Lakes, they 
would have to put another rig on and add another $60,000 on top of this.  Mr. Vaz 
commented that the second rig is something that he would be personally concerned 
about if it is not done correctly.  He explained that if they do go down the road 
later in 2009 and have an in-house service, the volunteer service is going to be 
extremely important to the success of that in-house service so they want to be 
careful that if they get a full time second rig, it would be his opinion that they 
would basically be putting the volunteer services out of business because that 
second rig would be picking up a lot of the calls that the volunteer services would 
be picking up.  He further noted that the problem with this is that there are going to 
be skills that are not going to be maintained by the EMT’s because they are not 
going to be covering calls and there will be less interest in volunteers doing duty 
crews and things of that sort.  Mr. Vaz suggested that if they are going to do a 
second rig, they might want to do it the way it was discussed; doing it in a way to 
preserve the volunteer service because they are going to need the volunteers down 
the road.  Mr. Prickett acknowledged that is a point well taken.  Mrs. Scull stated 
she is with Mr. Cartier and doesn’t think Council can cut those other departments 
out, noting she doesn’t want to see the volunteers hurt. Mr. Cartier agreed with 
Mrs. Scull noting that he does not know what the two companies are getting from 
the public now.  Mrs. Scull commented that it was not much.  Mr. Cartier 
expressed it is all hear say.  Mrs. Scull asked if Council needed to ask the fire 
department.  Mr. Cartier replied not as far as Presidential Lakes because he had 
this conversation with that Chief and they are not getting out.  Mr. Prickett 
commented to Mrs. Stinney that it would be nice if Council had some kind of 
record as far as response that Council could review on a monthly basis just as kind 
of motivation to oversight and motivation to make sure everything is working.  Mr. 
Vaz stated that the Chiefs of the Association were asked to do that and it is his 
understanding that they are working on putting together a standard format of their 
report for the Township.  Mr. Vaz relayed this, unfortunately, was not done for the 
First Aid Squad mainly because they don’t need it like the Fire Companies need it 
as an association but it would certainly be a good idea for the EMS as well.  Mr. 
Prickett expressed it seems that is the role of the Council; oversight, as to how the 
money is being spent and if it is being spent efficiently.  Mrs. Stinney noted 
accountability.   
 
 Prickett, yes; Scull, yes; Cartier, yes; Inge, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion 
 carried. 
 
 Motion by Prickett and Cartier to reduce Line Item #1-01100, Salaries, from 
 $118,000 to 0; Line Item #2-02600, Maintenance of Equipment, from 



 $40,000 to 0; and Line Item #2-20400, Miscellaneous Expenses, from 
 $1,000 to 0.  Prickett, yes; Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Stinney, yes.  
 Motion carried. 
   
FLEET DEPARTMENT 290: 
Mrs. Stinney advised that Line Item #2-04200 is proposed to be reduced $1,000 
and is approved for $3,100.   
 
 Motion by Prickett and Cartier to reduce Line Item #2-04200, Education and 
 Training, by $1,000 and reduce Line Item #2-20700, Food, by $500.  
 Prickett, yes; Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion 
 carried. 
 
Mr. Cartier clarified that will take Line Item #2-04200, Education and Training, to 
$2,100 and not $2,000.  
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS DEPARTMENT 310 
Mrs. Stinney noted Line Item #2-02600.  Mr. Prickett asked what line is the 
temporary employee’s number on.  Mr. Cartier advised that is straight salary.  Mr. 
Prickett asked if it would be page 20, Salaries and Wages.  Mr. Prickett then asked 
if that money is part of the money for full time on Line Item #1-01100.  Mr. 
Prickett asked Mr. Vaz if Line Item #1-01100, Salary and Wages Full Time, 
includes the temporary skilled labor positions.  Mayor Patriarca advised yes, it 
does.  Mr. Vaz agreed. 
 
 Motion by Prickett to remove the temporary labor positions from Buildings 
 and Grounds, thereby reducing Line Item #1-01100 by $140,254.40.   
 
Mr. Prickett relayed that this would be the number to cover a lot of those other 
things that Council is coming back to.  Mrs. Stinney asked Council for any 
comments.  Mrs. Scull noted that a second is needed for Mr. Prickett’s motion.  
Motion failed for lack of a second.  Mrs. Scull then expressed concern that this is 
for work that was in last year’s budget that is currently being done in their 
buildings and asked the Mayor if she were correct in that this was put in there to 
help save money so that contractors would not have to be hired.  The Mayor 
advised the intent was to complete some of the capital projects that were in last 
year’s capital budget with the idea of hiring local residents to do the work on a 
temporary basis keeping the money in-house.  Mrs. Scull asked if any of these 
individuals have been hired.  The Mayor responded he does not have the budgetary 
authority to hire them yet.  Mr. Cartier referred to Line Item #2-05000, Tools, 
noting it was approved at $9,000 and the Mayor is recommending reducing that by 
$2,000 and the department requested $5,500 and asked why the Mayor increased it 
$3,500 over what the department originally requested.  Mr. Vaz explained when 
looking at some of the other line items, things were built in to other line items that 
Administration thought belonged in this particular line item so it actually increased 
this line item but it has been removed from other places.  Mr. Inge asked for the 
two vehicles that were going to be funded by the UEZ, if that would be under 
Fleet.  Mayor Patriarca responded they will end up in Streets and Roads and 
Buildings and Grounds.  Mr. Sager asked from the audience if he could speak but 
Mrs. Stinney answered no, noting that his Mayor does not want him to speak now.  
Mayor Patriarca noted that he would have to go back to the minutes from earlier 
meetings to see exactly what was moved in that line.   
 
 Motion by Cartier and Scull to approve the Mayor’s recommendation to 
 reduce Line Items 2-02600 by $500, 2-04200 by $300 and 2-05000 by 
 $2,000.  Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Prickett, yes; Stinney, yes.  
 Motion carried. 
 
STREETS AND ROADS DEPARTMENT 315: 



Mrs. Stinney referred to Line Item #1-01400, Overtime.  Mrs. Scull asked if this is 
because there was such a warm winter.  The Mayor replied it is tightening the 
belts.  (the Mayor and Ms. Scull are making additional comments but can’t make 
them out as he is not close enough to a microphone)  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Scull to approve the Mayor’s recommendation for 
 Department 315, Line Item 01400, Overtime, reducing it by $1,000.  Cartier, 
 yes; Scull, yes; Inge, yes; Prickett, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT 370: 
Mr. Prickett asked Council if they would consider in the mix, page 62.  Mrs. 
Stinney asked what mix.  Mr. Prickett answered in the mix of the Mayor’s 
proposed cuts for Recreation.  Mrs. Stinney asked Mr. Prickett what page he was 
referring to in the Budget book.  Mr. Prickett replied page 62, Line Item #2-05900, 
Software.  Mr. Prickett advised they are looking at changing the salaries of the 
After School Program employees but are not looking at reducing the software and 
thinks that should be on the table for discussion.  Mr. Prickett also asked the Mayor 
about the Geese/maintenance of parks if that isn’t just geese that he is suggesting a 
reduction of $9,000 leaving $3,400 and asked if the $3,400 was for some other 
maintenance.  Mr. Cartier asked if there were not going to be any geese patrol this 
year.  Mayor Patriarca acknowledged he proposed not.  Mr. Inge noted $8,500 was 
put back into that line item. Mr. Prickett asked if anything was left in there 
initially.  Mr. Inge answered $1,500 was left in there.  Mr. Prickett stated there 
should be a total of $10,000 in that line.  Mr. Cartier agreed and added that line 
was re-established.  Mrs. Stinney commented that on the recommendation of the 
After School Program, she happens to know how hard after school providers and 
workers work.  She expressed it is a safe haven for their children; it’s a good 
educational tool them to have an extension of learning.  Mrs. Stinney 
acknowledged that she knows the workers work very, very hard and to pay them 
pennies when looking at salaries from $50,000 to $60,000 to $70,000 to $80,000 is 
harsh.  Mrs. Stinney expressed that she would never with this Budget, support the 
cut that is recommended by the Mayor for the Recreation Leaders.  With that being 
said, Mrs. Stinney expressed that she would like them to take the $10,000 that is 
recommended for software and use that funding towards the salaries of these 
workers for the After School Program.  Mr. Inge asked how many After School 
Programs there are and in how many locations of the Township.  Mayor Patriarca 
replied informed that one is at the Nesbit Center, Administration anticipates one at 
the Dominique Johnson Center, and there are two different programs at the Teen 
Center.  Mr. Inge asked if the residents of Browns Mills, Country Lakes and 
Presidential Lakes have an After School Program.  Mayor Patriarca advised they 
do at the Teen Center.  Mr. Cartier reiterated that is an After School Program.  
Mrs. Stinney asked if Mr. Inge was trying to question if those areas had one close 
by or something to that affect.   Mr. Prickett reflected that all residents can use all 
of the programs that are available.  Mr. Inge expressed that he doesn’t think 4, 5 
and 6 year olds will be going to the Teen Center.  Mr. Inge noted that they are at 
the Nesbit Center.  Mayor Patriarca explained there have been attempts in the past 
to run these types of programs in those areas of concern to Mr. Inge and they have 
not been successful but if Council wants to fund those programs, Administration 
will implement them.  Mrs. Scull agreed with Mrs. Stinney especially since the 
recommendations for those cuts are for employees that are not temporary 
employees.  Mrs. Scull stated she would not accept those cuts either and it is very 
hard when looking at the summer recreation elementary programs which run 
throughout the Township and give all of their children the ability to go and that 
costs $50,000+ a year.  Mrs. Scull expressed the Recreation Department has done a 
good job of trying to provide programs for the kids throughout the community.  
Mrs. Scull commented that it is very hard not having a center in Presidential Lakes 
which has been talked about; however, she thinks the funding for those positions 
needs to stay as it is as it was recommended because those people are not 
temporary employees; they are regular employees and should be paid the regular 



salary.  Mr. Inge relayed that comments were made earlier that $13.83 was the 
salary that was recommended for that position and based on Civil Service they 
would have to be paid that amount.  Mr. Vaz clarified that is not what was said.  
Mr. Inge expressed belief that is what was said to Council when it was questioned 
before that is what is suggested by Civil Service.  Mr. Vaz replied that he would 
never have said that because he knows better.  Mrs. Scull asked where it comes 
from.  Mr. Vaz explained Civil Service would require them to convert them from 
temporary positions to permanent either full-time or part-time positions.  Mr. Vaz 
added that Civil Service never gets in their way when it comes to salaries; that are 
usually contractual or if not contractual it is established by ordinance.  Mr. Inge 
then asked when he questioned the $13.83 per hour, where Administration said that 
figure came from.  Mr. Vaz recalled that it came from the contract, either the 
existing contract or the proposed contract where Administration was trying to take 
the work that those individuals do now as temporary employees and plug them in 
to an appropriate title that Civil Service does dictate and then it falls on a particular 
step on the salary guide.  Mr. Vaz acknowledged that in that regard, Mr. Inge is 
correct; there is a relationship between the salary and Civil Service but Civil 
Service does not dictate what the Township pays.  Mr. Inge conveyed that is not 
what was said to Council earlier.  Mr. Prickett expressed the need to get their 
priorities together noting Recreation is very important and Council is making some 
very important comments regarding these salaries for the part time employees.  Mr. 
Prickett expressed that it all has to be put into perspective; Council passed on the 
Police Department and EMS and he would recommend that Council pass on 
Recreation until going back to the Police and EMS first as they should be the 
priorities.  Mrs. Stinney asked why they should pass on Recreation.  Mr. Prickett 
replied for the same reason Council passed on the Police and EMS.  Mrs. Stinney 
commented that Mrs. Scull’s reason to pass on the Police was to see if there was 
funding that could be found in another area.  Mr. Prickett commented the same 
could be true for recreation.  Mrs. Stinney then commented that is all she is asking 
and so she is clear on what Mr. Prickett is saying, the same would be true meaning 
…Mr. Prickett interjected that it means Council needs to go back and look at 
Police, EMS and then Recreation to see if there is any funding available or 
determine if Council is willing to let it stay as it is.  Mayor Patriarca asked Council 
to recall that Administration approved the $13.83 per hour and that was 
Administration’s suggestion as a result of speaking with the Union and 
determining the proper classification for that position and the salary that is 
currently in the contract to come closest to that position and that was the number 
Administration came up with.  The Mayor noted it was Councilman Inge that was 
outraged over the higher increase from the $7.22 an hour that they were receiving 
and that it was he who questioned how someone could get such a high increase.  
Mayor Patriarca reiterated his earlier question as to how one could put a value on 
someone that is watching their kids.  The Mayor conveyed that Administration 
made an attempt as they have throughout the Budget, not hesitating to make the 
hard decisions, to make cuts where reductions could be sustained.  The Mayor 
conveyed that part of that was in this and they compromised and reduced it slightly 
unless Council wants to keep it at $13.83.  Mrs. Stinney relayed that she came in 
yesterday and asked the Mayor some questions.  Mayor Patriarca noted that Mrs. 
Stinney was the only one that came in and asked questions and he appreciated it.  
Mrs. Stinney conveyed that her question was if the ratio for these students were in 
fact applied to the After School Program and asked if the Mayor was able to get 
that information.  Mayor Patriarca responded that Mr. Vaz will be able to explain 
this.  Mr. Vaz replied no and clarified not that it shouldn’t be but it is not required 
simply because of the kind of program that they are running.  Mr. Vaz explained it 
is an after school program and the kids are free to come and go as they please, the 
program has to remain that way in order for them to stay outside of state 
regulations but certainly with the number of individuals that participate in the 
program if there was a way to find more employees it would make sense to have 
more supervision over the children.  Mrs. Stinney commented that she heard at 
many Council meetings that there were between 30-40 students that participate in 



the After School Program and there are about 2 employees there, and she has 
always had a concern if there was any type of emergency how merely 2 employees 
would be able to gather up 40 children.  Mr. Vaz acknowledged it is a very 
reasonable concern.  Mrs. Scull commented that they are talking about individuals 
that are making $3,000, $4,000, and $8,000 in one year; and are not talking about 
people making big bucks and they do provide a good service to their kids.  Mrs. 
Scull asked if the Township could do without the geese patrol.  Mayor Patriarca 
relayed that geese patrol is advocated in some areas but he doesn’t know if he has 
seen the results of it.  The Mayor conveyed that Administration has asked for 
reports from the Geese Chasers and could not get a report.  Mayor Patriarca noted 
that he has never seen them out there but has seen the geese out there.  Mrs. Scull 
stated she has heard residents complain that they don’t have the geese chasers.  
Mayor Patriarca informed that there are other organizations out there that are 
promoting other methods.  Mrs. Stinney asked if the Mayor just stated that he 
could not get a report from the Geese Chasers.  Mayor Patriarca confirmed that he 
asked for a report and was not able to get one as there was no reporting system as 
to when they were going out and when they weren’t; the contract was very vague 
as to what the Geese Chasers were doing.  The Mayor stated quite frequently he 
would drive by the beaches and docks, and they would be loaded with geese.  
Mayor Patriarca noted the cost of $10,000 for the Geese Chasers.  Mrs. Stinney 
expressed that for $10,000 another employee could be hired.  Mr. Inge stated the 
Township can’t get an employee for $10,000 when there are some employees that 
get $9,000 increases.  Mrs. Scull advised there are people working for $2,000.  Mr. 
Inge stated that is just facts.  Mayor Patriarca informed it definitely creates a 
problem within each department and he has spoken to all of the department heads 
and all but one department head all agree that the cuts can be workable and will 
they will work within the cuts.   
 
 Motion by Scull and Cartier to approve the recommendations of 2-02401, 
 Maintenance of Parks/Geese, decrease to $3,500 and 2-04200, Education 
 and Training, decrease to $500.   
 
Mrs. Stinney asked what the Township will be getting by reducing this; one bad 
week.  Mayor Patriarca replied the Geese Chasers will not be cut out completely 
noting this will leave a certain amount of funding in there for any maintenance that 
may be needed.  Mrs. Stinney advised she was looking for one half of a part time 
person for the Recreation Department.   
 
 Scull, yes; Cartier, yes; Inge, yes; Prickett, yes; Stinney, yes.  Motion 
 carried.  
 
COURT DEPARTMENT 490 
Mrs. Scull relayed that she has heard that the Township’s Police are out giving 
tickets at 1:00 in the morning, so maybe there will be more revenue.  Mayor 
Patriarca clarified that the Police give tickets whenever there are violations, 
whether it’s 2:00 in the morning or not.  The Mayor informed that in regards to the 
salary for the one employee Administration asked to bring on for the court 
recording and since they are this far in to the year they are not going to be paying 
that salary.  Mrs. Stinney noted Line Item #2-05800, Office Equipment.  Mr. 
Prickett asked if this department makes money.  Mrs. Stinney asked if this 
department has doubled itself according to some documentation.  Mayor Patriarca 
explained the line item is for purpose of the recording device or going through the 
Public Defenders Fund for a portion of that and it will take care of the $1,500 
amount which Administration has now found other revenue. 
 
 Motion by Cartier and Scull to approve the Mayor’s recommendation for 
 Line Item 1-01100, Salaries, reducing it by $1,500 and Line Item 2-05800, 
 Office Equipment, also reducing it by $1,500.  Cartier, yes; Scull, yes; Inge, 
 yes; Prickett, no; Stinney, yes.  Motion carried. 



 
Mrs. Scull expressed that she would like to talk about the gypsy moth spraying.  
Mr. Cartier asked if there would be public comments.  Mrs. Stinney advised that 
public comments would be at 8:00 p.m.  Council convened for a short break at 7:33 
p.m. and reconvened the meeting at approximately 7:45 p.m.  Mrs. Stinney asked 
Council if they would agree to public comments starting at 7:45 p.m. vs. 8:00 p.m.  
Mrs. Stinney announced that the other issue that Administration would like 
amended is gypsy moth.  Mrs. Stinney explained that would be eliminating the 
gypsy moth spraying which would save $243,000.  Mrs. Scull noted it seems they 
have been getting information that the past spraying has been ineffective.  Mrs. 
Scull expressed that she hates just throwing money away like that if it’s not 
working.  Mrs. Scull spoke of then having to deal with the Township next to 
Pemberton and the military base that are choosing not to spray so Pemberton gets 
the gypsy moth anyhow.  Mrs. Scull commented that is quite a bit of money and 
can’t solve most of the financial problems.  Mrs. Scull added that it is not a popular 
thing with the public as the public wants the gypsy moth sprayed, but questioned if 
it is not worth it, why they are spraying that in the air.  Mrs. Stinney stated some of 
the public do not have this recommendation and expressed she would read it for 
the public.  Mrs. Stinney read the following proposal suggested by the Mayor, 
“Eliminate gypsy moth spraying.  The proposed budget includes an appropriation 
of $243,660.  The Public Works Department has advised us that the past aerial 
spraying programs were ineffective.  If that information is correct, and we have no 
reason to believe otherwise, then it is likely that a program consisting of a single 
application will also be ineffective”.  Mr. Prickett asked Mrs. Stinney to read the 
second request as well.  Mr. Cartier added this could actually eliminate another 
$225,000; the leaf collection.  Mayor Patriarca asked if he could elaborate on this.  
The Mayor stated Administration does not disagree that the Township needs a 
gypsy month program but rather Administration agrees that the Township needs an 
effective gypsy moth program.  Mayor Patriarca advised that the Township does 
not have this currently; the spray that is going on is permitted by the State and is 
BTK chemicals and in its best condition, if everything is perfect such as the 
weather, the timing, the feed cycle; there is a 60% loss of gypsy moth.  The Mayor 
informed that Administration is being told that the State is unable to provide a 
double application because of the number of towns involved and Pemberton will 
only be receiving a single application, and the Mayor questioned if this now takes 
us down to a 30% reduction in gypsy moth.  Mayor Patriarca expressed that for the 
money the Township is paying; Administration is trying to determine if this is 
worth getting involved in.  The Mayor acknowledged it is a very political decision 
to make; the residents will be very unhappy when their yards are filled with gypsy 
moths; they will be calling Administration everyday.  Mayor Patriarca relayed he 
received these calls last year and expects them again this year whether the 
Township sprays or not because the Township would be spraying even less.  The 
Mayor continued that if the conditions are not right for spraying, the last time the 
Township had two chances and now there will only be one chance and if that spray 
is ineffective, if the conditions are not perfect, that $243,000 is down the drain.  
Mayor Patriarca reiterated that Administration is not afraid to make the tough 
decisions for the Township; the Mayor conveyed that he has spoken with Public 
Works.  Mrs. Stinney read the second alternative, “Eliminate leaf collection.  The 
Public Works Department reports that the Township can annually save over 
$225,000 by eliminating this service”.  Mayor Patriarca clarified that he is not 
saying that he is against leaf collection as he believes there should be some type of 
leaf collection in place and doesn’t know how to do anything better than what is 
being done.  The Mayor stated that he has heard requests to purchase leaf vac 
machines, which are very expensive.  Mayor Patriarca conveyed that this is just a 
suggestion and knows that it will not go over very well with the residents, noting 
other towns have done it.  He relayed this is a service that the Township currently 
provides and if Council elects to keep it in then the Township will continue to 
provide it but this is just another area that if Council wants to keep other things in 
the Budget or not raise taxes, this is an area that is an option.  The Mayor noted 



that these are plan b and plan c as the primary cuts that Administration proposed on 
the reduction page and these were just other options that are being offered to 
Council.  Mr. Inge asked out of the $225,000 how much is going to be for wages.  
Mayor Patriarca replied most of it.  Mr. Inge asked if the Mayor was saying 
Administration could eliminate most of the department.  The Mayor clarified he is 
saying that the department can be used in other areas of the town that are being 
neglected.  Mr. Inge expressed that actually the Township would not be saving that 
amount of money, it is just being transferred somewhere else.  The Mayor 
conveyed that there are expenses involved and the service can be increased in other 
areas and there will be increased fuel and wear and tear on vehicles as a result of 
this.  Mr. Prickett asked the Mayor if he had a list of the other towns that have 
stopped picking up leaves.  Mayor Patriarca advised that Tabernacle did but he 
does not have a list.  Mr. Prickett stated Tabernacle is the Mayor’s example.  
Mayor Patriarca reiterated this is just another option for Council and 
Administration is not stating this is something they want Council to do however, 
what Administration is suggesting primarily are the cuts on the reduction sheet for 
departments and these are just other options available to Council.  Mrs. Scull 
relayed if the Township is just throwing money away, it is something that Council 
does need to discuss.  Mrs. Scull questioned just throwing away $243,000.  Mr. 
Inge relayed that one of the things constantly talked about at Council meetings, is 
the beautification of their lakes.  Mr. Inge expressed that if the Township doesn’t 
maintain their trees, after two years of problems with gypsy months the trees will 
die and will not be able to withstand more than two years of losing their leaves.   
He expressed that Council then has to look at whether the Township wants to look 
like a bunch of sticks.  Mrs. Scull replied that part of our Township is looking like 
a bunch of sticks; the spray hasn’t always worked which is the only reason she 
mentioned it as she doesn’t want to throw the money away.  Mrs. Stinney asked the 
Mayor if there were other towns last year that complained about the effectiveness 
of the spraying.  Mayor Patriarca conveyed there were also towns that elected not 
to participate in the program which resulted in substantial defoliated areas and 
have now elected to participate in the program as a result of that. He explained this 
in turn has increased the amount of areas to be sprayed thereby reducing the 
application that the Township can be offered.  The Mayor reiterated that it was not 
an easy decision and they are now taking a chemical that was intended to be used 
in the application to get the 60% rate under perfect conditions and reducing that 
down to a single application with the same chemical.  Mr. Vaz advised there are 
towns in other counties that are actually going to fund the second application 
themselves or both applications because they realize doing the one application is a 
roll of the dice.  Mrs. Scull commented that the Township could have opted to do 
this as well; pay for two applications and asked the Mayor how much the State 
would have given the Township back.  Mayor Patriarca explained the State will not 
reimburse the Township on the second application and only offers a 23% 
reimbursement on the first application.  Mrs. Eden advised it is approximately 
$55,000.  Mrs. Stinney and Mrs. Scull asked how much was received last year.  
Mrs. Eden noted the Township received 50% last year, $225,000 and the Township 
spent $450,000.  Mrs. Eden explained the proposal is for approximately $55,000 
back on the $243,000 that the Township is proposing to spend.  Mrs. Stinney 
thanked Mrs. Scull and the Mayor for the important points they made.  Mayor 
Patriarca expressed he liked Mrs. Scull’s recommendation that the Township does 
their own second application but he didn’t know what it would get funded from.  
Mrs. Stinney stated it is just like Mr. Inge said that they are looking out for their 
beaches and trees.  Mr. Vaz pointed out that another problem would be that the 
Township has to go out to bid and it would have to get it in within the timeframe 
that the gypsy moths start laying the eggs.  Mrs. Scull commented that this is 
something that probably should have been discussed before now.  Mayor Patriarca 
noted that Administration was not privy to the State’s cuts.  Mr. Inge relayed that 
he thought with the entire Township’s involved; Pemberton would not be able to 
get a second spraying.  Mayor Patriarca explained that the Township would have to 
find a private contractor to spray if they funded it themselves.  The Mayor 



commented that Mr. Vaz is correct in that by the time they went through a bid 
process; the gypsy moths will already be out laying eggs.  Mrs. Stinney recalled a 
concern regarding Fort Dix regarding the question of why they are not at the table 
with the Township regarding spraying.  Mayor Patriarca advised that Fort Dix, nor 
the State participates in the spraying program so Pemberton Township is 
surrounded by Fort Dix and the State Forest and neither one sprays.  Mrs. Stinney 
asked if there was some way that the Township could appeal to them.  Mayor 
Patriarca commented that the Township could ask them to spray. Mrs. Stinney 
reflected that shared services are funding.  The Mayor informed they are not even 
spraying themselves so obviously they are not concerned about what the trees look 
like.  Mrs. Scull stated one can see how they are building houses on Pointville 
Road; they are not worried about trees and leaves; they don’t have to do leaf pick 
up or spray for gypsy moths if they don’t have any.  Mrs. Stinney noted it was just 
a thought that maybe Council could ask the elected officials to be a voice for the 
Township.  Mrs. Scull stated she hopes the residents are being a voice and 
contacting the Governor and giving him a hard time about these cuts and the 
Assembly people and the new State Senator.  Mrs. Scull noted some of the cuts the 
Governor has made she whole heartedly agrees with and is glad that some of the 
districts are being charged for the State Police services.  Mrs. Stinney commented 
that the farms are being preserved and she is sure the State would have an interest 
with the Township’s trees being done.  Mrs. Scull asked that since the State is 
preserving so many farms, if the Township could ask the State to spray the farms 
they have preserved.  Mayor Patriarca reflected that he doesn’t even know if the 
farms are in the spray areas.  Mrs. Scull noted they probably are not; they are not in 
the Pinelands.   
 
   
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 Motion by Prickett and Scull to open the meeting to the public for public 
 comments.  
  
Mrs. Stinney opened the meeting for general public comments; those wishing to 
comment were:  Lucy Adams:  1.  Asked the Mayor if he is going to be happy 
waiting for Browns Mills or Magnolia Road to respond to his house if there is a 
fire.  Mayor Patriarca replied he would be happy for anyone that responds to his 
house.  The Mayor added he will be glad when they arrive.  2.  Noted she is not 
disparaging any of the volunteers because the volunteers risk their lives everyday 
and she does appreciate that.  She asked if anyone has checked into what the 
response rate is to the areas that Council is now considering cutting; Goodwill.  
Mrs. Adams questioned what would happen if Goodwill shuts down, would 
everyone wait for Browns Mills if they are able to get out.  3.  Asked the Mayor if 
there has been a problem with Goodwill’s service.  Mayor Patriarca informed there 
has been no problem but asked Mrs. Adams if she was suggesting that Goodwill 
will not respond if Pemberton Township does not fund them.  Mrs. Adams replied 
she is not suggesting anything because she has nothing to do with that and she is 
speaking as a resident who is concerned for all of the residents besides herself and 
her property.  4.  Asked the Mayor if he has looked into the mileage from Browns 
Mills to the Pemberton area that they do cover from Magnolia Road to the other 
areas of the Township going all the way to the Springfield line and Route 206.  She 
clarified that she is not just speaking of fires but also accidents.  She advised that 
twenty years ago there was a mutual aid situation and the situation the Mayor is 
proposing, they have no obligation, to get in that $2,000 to mutual aid they have no 
obligation to show.  She informed there is approximately a three minute response 
time now and with the Mayor’s plan it could be ten minutes or more and with the 
fire service or any type of fire, every minute counts for life and property.  Mayor 
Patriarca stated there is no contract but under previous contracts there is still no 
obligation by the department to respond; it is a service that Pemberton is funding 
and if a member doesn’t come out, the department doesn’t get charged.  The 
Mayor reiterated if they don’t answer a call there is no mechanism to say they 



didn’t come out so they are fined or sued.  Mayor Patriarca advised the Township 
is assisting in a funding process and that is what Administration is suggesting in 
the Budget to make the funding fair and equal across the board to Pemberton’s fire 
departments and the out of town departments.  Mrs. Adams stated Goodwill is out 
of town and the residents of the Boro are paying for their fire department and it is a 
shame that Pemberton Township is not paying for them just giving them a little 
stipend when they respond to calls all throughout the Township.  Mrs. Adams 
noted that on a consistent basis, Goodwill is going down the road to Country 
Lakes, Browns Mills or out to the Route 206 area, into town or the Magnolia Road 
area.  Mrs. Adams stated to the Mayor that he should consider this when talking 
about cutting the money for that department and for Police services.  She conveyed 
there are growing developments in the area and not just in Pemberton, the Police 
Department and improving areas and growth but yet the services are staying the 
same.  Joe Haines, President of Goodwill Fire Department:  1.  Wanted to plead 
with Council not to reduce Goodwill’s funding.  Mr. Haines advised that in the 
year 2002,  Goodwill built a beautiful, new fire house.  During that process, 
Goodwill spoke with the Boro and the Township Councils and Mayors and 
received assurance that Goodwill had their support so Goodwill went ahead and 
built the firehouse.  Now Goodwill has a mortgage for the beautiful firehouse built 
in 2000 and that mortgage alone is over $20,000 a year.  With utilities added to 
that, Goodwill is up to $30,000 and that doesn’t include purchasing equipment, 
providing training for firefighters and so on.  Mr. Haines expressed Goodwill was 
dependent upon the additional funding when building the firehouse.  Mr. Haines 
clarified the Mayor was incorrect in the amount of money Goodwill receives from 
the County noting Goodwill only receives $1,000 from the County.  Mr. Haines 
conveyed that Goodwill has always asked the County for at least that much 
assistance because of the buildings that they have.  2.  Expressed concern whether 
Goodwill will be able to remain in existence past their 190th year if they don’t get 
the funding, noting this year is Goodwill’s 190th year of existence.  Goodwill is 
made up of all volunteers, and they do not collect a salary.  Mr. Haines informed 
the volunteers do all of the maintenance on the building, clean the building and do 
a lot of things in-house.  3.  Noted the Mayor is correct in stating the other fire 
houses are under funded and he will not deny that.  Goodwill was fortunate enough 
to have two sources of income whereas they were able to turn that around and 
purchase the equipment.  Mr. Haines advised that Goodwill has spent a lot of 
money in rescue type equipment to service the entire Township for accident 
entrapments and covers the entire Township in that area.  4.  Relayed that 
Goodwill has put a lot of effort in responding without having the serious problems 
that the other Township companies have with the fundraising.  Goodwill is able to 
keep a larger volunteer source because the main focus with the volunteers is 
training and being prepared to respond to fires.  Goodwill has been fortunate with 
having adequate funding so that they have a huge response to offer to the 
Township.  When the Fire Chiefs initiated an all call response for structure fires 
and all five fire companies are dispatched at the same time; in regards to the 
Mayor’s comments concerning fuel consumption, one of the reasons is that 
Goodwill spends more time, apparatus and men in the Township responding to fire 
calls putting out emergency incident measures in Pemberton Township than any 
other fire department in Pemberton Township.  Mr. Haines informed he can 
provide the statistics at a later date.  Mr. Haines acknowledged it is a difficult 
decision with the Budget cuts and is aware of what the Governor has done to the 
Townships.  He reiterated that when Goodwill built the fire house in 2000, they 
were given a lot of assurances by both municipalities that Goodwill will be 
supported and if they don’t he does not know if Goodwill will remain in existence 
in the future.  Mr. Haines noted volunteers are asked to do approximately 100 
hours per year to train.  Goodwill answered approximately 480 calls last year and 
spent countless hours on these calls and to now ask them to come up with a 
fundraising effort to spend hours again fundraising, he does not know if the 
volunteers Goodwill has will be willing to do that.  Mr. Haines commented that 
they may say let somebody else be the volunteer and then Goodwill will be 



severely hurt and that is one of the reasons why Goodwill has a large membership 
because they do not overburden their volunteers with fundraising activities.  Mr. 
Prickett commented to President Haines that Goodwill does do fundraising now.  
Mr. Haines replied Goodwill does coin tosses on Memorial Day, July 4th and Labor 
Day as well as some other small fundraising.  Mr. Haines added to take away their 
funding would require them to do some type of bingo or other serious fundraising.  
Mr. Haines stated it would require countless hours of manpower and he does not 
know if Goodwill could sustain its membership with that kind of strain.  Mr. 
Prickett asked if Goodwill had the parking for bingo at the firehouse.  Mr. Haines 
advised that has always been a problem with their firehouses.  Mr. Haines 
explained being located in the town area, there is not enough ground to have 
adequate parking anywhere and this has limited Goodwill to any type of 
fundraising such as bingo.  Mr. Haines reiterated that without the funding 
Goodwill is currently receiving; they are not going to be able to meet their debit 
obligations and operational costs.  Mr. Haines expressed concern and agreed that 
they are in difficult times.  Mr. Haines noted that it seems like Goodwill gets a lot 
more money and it is a fact that Goodwill gets more money but Goodwill took that 
money and turned it around to do good things.  Goodwill now has a huge debt and 
the commitments were made.  Mr. Haines again acknowledged it was a prior 
Council and governing body.  Mr. Inge expressed that doesn’t mean that the 
Township shouldn’t uphold those commitments.  Mr. Inge added it also doesn’t 
mean that the Township doesn’t have to worry about the residents receiving the 
care they should receive if there is a fire on their property.  Mrs. Stinney relayed 
she knows what funding Mr. Haines is talking about and noted that Pemberton 
Township built the high school around Fort Dix and now is stuck with this great 
big funding.  Mr. Haines stated there are seven schools in Goodwill’s area of 
responsibility including the high school.  Mr. Haines advised Goodwill wants to be 
here and knows they can perform the job with what they have been given and if 
Council and the Mayor can just try to sustain them at the current funding level, 
they would be grateful.  Mr. Haines expressed appreciation if Council and the 
Mayor could look hard at other ways.  Pastor Glass: 1.  Reported that he is here 
this evening to speak to the issue of the Township Budget, particularly addressing 
the issues regarding the funding of services and departments.  At the onset, he 
realized the Governor has cut funding to towns and municipalities across the board 
and results of this trickle down from the State level to the local level.  Pastor Glass 
informed he is not ignorant to the task ahead of Council and the Mayor as they 
tackle the issue of bringing the community Budget in line as related to the loss of 
resources.  At the same time, Pastor Glass wants to remind that the purpose of 
government is to protect citizens, provide for their defense and security and to 
enact such laws as to ensure their liberty and prosperity.  2.  Pastor Glass expressed 
concern regarding the loss of funding directed to the Police Department.  Funds 
were originally allocated to bring the compliment of officers up to 59 from 57.  
Due to both funding cuts and the Township ordinance, this was removed and 
results in the Police force maintaining its compliment of 57 Officers.  While he is 
sure that the latter reason is more semantics than substance, meaning only a new 
ordinance it is greater concern to make this Council understand his underlying 
concern regarding additional Officers for the Police force.  Officers 58 and 59 have 
been budgeted for in previous years and approved by Council.  There has been 
little movement in to making this a reality.  Most recently this is serviced again as 
a collateral issue in the creation of a Captain’s position in the Police Department.  
It would seem to Pastor Glass that political activities played a role in that decision 
to a greater or lesser degree.  This would seem to be a violation of the purpose of 
government.  He expressed that no elected official can play so cavalierly with the 
fundamental purpose of his position.  He noted their Police Department is making 
roads in dealing with the criminal elements in their Township.  According to the 
most recent figures at his disposal, the first six months of 2007 show an overall 
decrease in crime for Pemberton Township by 15.4%.  Burglaries were down 
12.8%, residentials down 16.9%, theft down 24% and assaults down 29.9% 
reduction.  Although these figures are preliminary, they come at the cost of short 



staffing, overwork, low morale and a lack of adequate overtime funding.  
Pemberton Township is by far the largest Township in their County and as such 
requires more manpower to cover it adequately.  Pastor Glass reiterated the 
purpose of government is to protect, defend and secure its people.  A Police force 
motivated and appreciated is a universal benefit.  3.  There is an illusion as to the 
availability of Officers as compared to their compliment of Officers.  He reflected 
that the complement of Officers is 57 and of that number 10 are Administrative.  
Meaning, they are not in the field but could be called out to the field.  This group 
represents their Chief, Lieutenants, Sergeants and etc,  There are now 47 Officers 
on a regular patrol duty; 6 are Detectives, bringing that number to 41.  Of the 41, 3 
of those Officers are on special assignment in the schools or the DARE program, 2 
are on UEZ assignment.  These Officers can be pulled to the other areas but as a 
practice, they are where they are; so now there are 36 Officers on a regular patrol 
duty.  Of that number 36, one is on light duty, one is on disability, and one is on 
military service reducing our number to 33 Officers on regular patrol duty.  One 
Officer is on loan to another agency, bringing the number down to 32.  Of the 32, 
one Officer is still in training, leaving the Township with a final number of 31.  
The average day shift consists of 4 Officers with a Shift Sergeant.  The average 
night shift is 5 or 6 Officers with a Shift Sergeant.  He exampled that if one 
domestic call is made that pulls an Officer off the street leaving their town of 64 
square miles to just 3 Officers.  He expressed that when talking about 57 Officers, 
they need to see this in light not only of the number but of functionality.  He noted 
that when one factors in days off, vacation or training, there is no room for breath 
so the addition of 2 Police Officers is a prudent step for their township.  He urged 
Council to please restore the necessary funding.  4.  Concerning additional 
services, Pastor Glass brought to Council’s attention his concerns regarding cuts 
that involve organizations that his existence is for the public good such as the 
removal of funds for the Goodwill Fire Company, the Presidential Lakes Rescue 
Squad and the Country Lakes Rescue Squad.  Pastor Glass stated each of these 
organizations was previously slated to receive $24,000 for operating expenses and 
this year receive nothing due to Budget cuts.  Pastor Glass stated he is not sure 
about the disposition concerning the Pemberton and Browns Mills squads or other 
companies.  Pastor Glass expressed this reflects a disregard for the welfare of this 
constituency and asked Council to not allow this to take place.  He understands the 
issues of finance and accountability are difficult issues at best, yet he is asking 
Council not to exercise their fundamental purpose under the guise of fiscal 
prudence.  He is sure that with further investigation, Council will be able to restore 
to the community the areas of funding that most impact the safety and security 
while subjecting other budgetary areas to excessive action.  Mr. Prickett stated he 
would like to correct a statement made by Pastor Glass and didn’t know if the 
pastor was aware that at the last Budget hearing, Council voted to put the money in 
the budget to cover the two Patrolmen.  Pastor Glass acknowledged that he was not 
aware of this.  Mr. Prickett explained right now they have been proposed, the 
$96,000 to fund them is being proposed by the Mayor to be cut.  Mr. Prickett 
advised that Council is coming back to the Police Department and Emergency 
Medical Services budgets to take another look at them.  Mr. Prickett commented 
that he is not sure what is going to happen then.  Pastor Glass expressed his 
appreciation to Mr. Prickett and noted his biggest concern is that Council would 
know his feelings.  The Pastor added that he does not speak for himself; rather he 
speaks for those that are under his care. Mrs. Scull advised that some of the 
information that the Pastor has heard on the street about some of the situations 
regarding the Police Department is inaccurate.  Mrs. Scull noted that he can’t 
believe everything that he hears.  Pastor Glass acknowledged understanding that.  
Mrs. Scull added that this Council has been very supportive and as Mr. Prickett 
stated, Council did put the two positions in.  Mrs. Scull relayed that last year, they 
were in the Budget, but the ordinance was not passed.  Mrs. Scull informed she 
voted for the ordinance as someone else did and they did not have the right to hire 
59 people so the Township can’t hire if the ordinance doesn’t pass.  Pastor Glass 
stated he certainly understands that.  Mrs. Scull reiterated that there is a little bit of 



miss-information out there.  Mr. Prickett clarified the ordinance that was on the 
agenda at the last Council meeting.  Mr. Prickett explained the Captain was not 
part of that and there had to be some amendments…..Mrs. Scull interjected to Mr. 
Prickett that he is talking about last year.  Mr. Prickett clarified that he is talking 
about Council’s last meeting when there was an ordinance for increasing the 
number of patrol officers in the department and it was pulled and tabled.  Mr. 
Prickett expressed hope that Council will be seeing that back on the agenda next 
Wednesday to have the full compliment of Officers in that department.  Pastor 
Glass expressed disappointment at not being available to attend Council meetings 
on Wednesdays, noting he would experience the meetings in person rather than to 
read through minutes that are posted.  Pastor Glass noted to the best of his 
knowledge that if he said anything inaccurate, he apologized and ultimately his 
desire and sense for the community is in regard to a positive nature.  Mr. Prickett 
conveyed that a number of statements made by the Pastor put the whole issue in a 
different perspective which is valuable.  Jason Palmer:  1.  Mr. Palmer informed 
he is a volunteer firefighter with the Goodwill Fire Company and a career 
firefighter and fire officer in Mercer County as well.  Mr. Palmer stated he wants to 
know after seeing the situation where the Township and the Boro have a shared 
service if the Township was pursuing avenues through the State for shared services 
funding to fund the fire and emergency services in Pemberton Township.  Mayor 
Patriarca replied that he doesn’t know if there is anything available for funding the 
shared services; there is funding available to do studies to see if there is an ability 
for shared services and since the Township is already exceeding the amount the 
Boro is offering to the Goodwill fire company, Pemberton Township is more than 
doing their part for shared services.  Mr. Palmer stated he is definitely not pointing 
fingers and saying who is doing what.  Mr. Palmer expressed his fire department 
received $85,000 last year from the State for providing a shared EMS service with 
another town and certainly $85,000 is a fairly large chunk of money.  Mr. Palmer 
conveyed he is curious as to what the Township is doing pursue something like 
that; a regional, a truly regional Fire and EMS Service here in Pemberton 
Township as opposed to the individual fire companies.  Mr. Palmer informed that 
he understands from a volunteer perspective that one has to ensure that the 
volunteers will remain and also protect the volunteer identities but clearly there 
should be one voice talking to Council and providing a clear picture as to the needs 
of the Fire and EMS Services and not several different voices.  Mr. Palmer 
informed there was a change in leadership in the course of the year from the 
Pemberton Regional Fire Chiefs and those kinds of things are not necessarily 
healthy to the overall picture as opposed to having truly one department and one 
department head and a truly regional service.  He reflected that there are two towns 
here and 90% of Goodwill’s response area is Pemberton Township.  Mr. Palmer 
informed he is a Township resident as well and he volunteers there.  This is an 
excellent case for shared services and he was wondering if Council had any 
thoughts on this or if they are pursuing this.  Mr. Palmer also asked if the 
Pemberton Chiefs are pursuing this.  Mrs. Stinney commented to Mr. Palmer that 
she is amazed to see him grow up as he has and stand before her and he is doing a 
wonderful job and she is so proud.  Mrs. Stinney informed that this is new to 
Council and she has been doing some research regarding a presentation to Council 
with someone from the State concerning shared services.  Mr. Vaz stated more 
specific to Mr. Palmer’s question, the answer is yes.  Mr. Vaz informed that it has 
been discussed at the last Budget session and possibly the one prior and the present 
President of the Regional Chief’s Association is setting up a meeting with someone 
from the State to help them get a shared services grant through the Share Program.  
Mr. Vaz explained it is two fold; they have a feasibility study grant and the 
implementation grant that would help fund some of the start up costs of doing that 
so it is in the works.  Mr. Palmer acknowledged that obviously the feasibility study 
would have to be done first in order to get to the next phase, but if the Township 
doesn’t take the first step it can’t get to the second step.  Mr. Palmer expressed it is 
long overdue and asked if any of those meetings would be open to the public 
because he would certainly like to be there.  Mr. Vaz informed the initial meeting 



would not be open to the public but at some point it would when they get to the 
point in the ordinance to do certain things that have to be done.  Mr. Vaz noted that 
Mr. Palmer belongs to a lot of the fire companies that will hopefully be involved in 
this process, so maybe through his fire company he could be appointed as the rep.  
Mr. Palmer informed that he is also on the Township Emergency Management as 
well.  Mayor Patriarca commented that Mr. Palmer is speaking on a subject that 
Administration cares about and he is glad to hear Mr. Palmer say “just one fire 
department and one company” for the Township because Administration will need 
that support when going in that direction.  The Mayor added that is something 
Administration has been exploring for quite some time and believes that this town 
would be right for it but it has to be implemented in a way that is done right.  Mr. 
Palmer replied that he would certainly hope that Administration would consider 
independent third party emergency services consultants to come into the Township 
and do a thorough study of what we should really do.  Mayor Patriarca agreed and 
reiterated that Administration believes that a one department reign would serve the 
residents best and that one voice to come to Administration on behalf of the 
company or however it is broken down and at least it would all be tunneled to one 
person rather than having to deal with five different entities.  There being no 
additional members of the public wishing to comment, Mrs. Stinney closed the 
meeting to public comments.   
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 240 
 
 Motion by Scull and Cartier to accept the Mayor’s recommendations for line 
 items 2-03202 Weapons, 2-04201 Education & Training, 2-05700 Furniture, 
 2-05800 Office Equipment and 2-05900 Computers for a total reduction of 
 $7,500.   
 
Mrs. Scull advised this would bring the total cuts to $176,050.  Mr. Prickett noted 
this motion does not include line item 1-01100.  Mrs. Scull confirmed.  Mr. Cartier 
asked if that still leaves the capital appropriation for the ems vehicle.  Mrs. Scull 
asked if the ambulance was still in the capital appropriations.  Mr. Prickett replied 
there would have to be an ordinance to the capital improvement fund; there has to 
be an ordinance to spend that money so it has to be borrowed it’s something we 
would not have to do.  Mrs. Scull understood and added that helps because they 
have been trying to pay for those items with other funds eliminating the need to 
bond.  Mr. Prickett noted that there is $100,000 in the capital improvement fund 
for the ambulance if needed.  Mrs. Stinney read the line items from Mrs. Scull’s 
motion.  Mrs. Stinney asked Mrs. Scull if it was her recommendation to come back 
to salaries.  Mrs. Scull answered not really; she made a motion on these issues to 
get them out of the way.  Mrs. Stinney noted salaries are line item 1-01100.  Mrs. 
Scull clarified that is not part of the motion.  Mrs. Stinney confirmed. 
 
 Scull, yes; Prickett, no; Cartier, yes; Inge, no; Stinney, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT 371: 
Mrs. Scull commented that she would like Council to move on to Department 371.  
Mrs. Stinney confirmed and added that Council will come back to the salaries in 
the Police Department, line item 1-01100.  Mrs. Scull asked Council to refresh her 
memory on what the furniture and furnishings are for 2-05700 on page 65.  Mr. 
Cartier stated it is right there.  Mrs. Scull then asked if this was already in the 
Capital Improvements Budget now.  Mayor Patriarca answered no.  Mrs. Scull 
asked if it was something else.  The Mayor replied yes.  Mrs. Scull commented that 
she doesn’t dare cut that.  Mr. Prickett asked if he could make a suggestion.  Mrs. 
Scull answered no, not now and added that the seniors would be all over her; they 
need the kitchen fixed up.  Mr. Prickett commented it was not a motion.  Mrs. 
Scull advised she doesn’t see much else she is interested in cutting out of this 
Budget and knows it is not a popular thing and Council has taken a couple of cents 
off and if Council wants to keep the Police and the Goodwill Fire Company in 



there, she doesn’t know what to cut to bring the Budget down anymore than it 
already is.  Mrs. Scull added that she is not opposed to closing one of the rescue 
squads if that’s what the other departments feel.  Mrs. Scull stated she has a real 
problem of closing down both of these EMS’s at this point.  Mrs. Scull reiterated 
she doesn’t see anything else she is willing to take out of the Budget.  Mr. Cartier 
advised he would have to agree with Mrs. Scull; he doesn’t have enough 
information on Country Lakes EMS to formulate an opinion; he heard from the 
Chief of the Presidential Lakes Fire Department and the EMS Services out there 
but would rather see the Township go in a different direction to figure out a way to 
help them to bolster their volunteer squad out there to be able to get out and make 
the calls.  Mr. Cartier noted that he does not know how to go about doing that but 
he would be reluctant to cut those the $24,000 out of the Budget.  Mr. Cartier 
continued that he would hate to see that go away and then some day they might 
need it back.  Mr. Cartier conveyed that the only thing he would be interested in is 
the gypsy moth like when Mrs. Scull brought it up that if it’s not going to do any 
good, why fund it.  Mr. Cartier stated it is just throwing money out of the window.  
Mr. Prickett agreed with Mr. Cartier and that they as a Township have to find a 
way to nurture the emergency services.  Mr. Prickett noted they would have to find 
out how to resolve any conflicts they might have and how to enhance their efforts 
as it benefits the whole Township.  Mr. Cartier state in that respect, he would have 
to disagree.  Mr. Cartier conveyed that it is not Council’s job to conflict resolve 
with the departments and they need to grow up and work together through the 
conflict.  Mr. Cartier expressed his issue is the goals to the program to get the 
volunteers involved.  Mayor Patriarca expressed to volunteer would be the answer.  
Mr. Cartier replied he doesn’t live in Presidential Lakes and he was sorry, but that 
it is a long way to go on an EMS call.  The Mayor noted there are residents all over 
the town in all of the squads and if Mr. Cartier feels that strongly about keeping the 
squads active, he would suggest Mr. Cartier volunteer because they need 
volunteers and that is the issue, they don’t have volunteers.  Mayor Patriarca asked 
Mr. Vaz to correct him if he is wrong, one department may have 2, one may have 
6.  Mr. Vaz commented that Country Lakes may have between 5 and 7 but 2 of 
them are not presently running and are not really actively covering and Presidential 
Lakes is not really covering anything at this point.  Mr. Vaz noted they may have 2 
people that would be able to cover.  Mayor Patriarca advised that is the reason for 
the decision as Administration knows the status is poor and the Township is just 
pouring money in to the program just to basically keep the doors open.  Mrs. Scull 
commented that is one of the reasons Council wanted to know how many calls they 
have made.  Mrs. Scull asked if Presidential Lakes had gone on any calls and if 
Browns Mills Emergency Squad is covering and the squad in Pemberton is 
covering.  Mayor Patriarca advised it is currently our paid service, Browns Mills 
and Pemberton that are responding to the calls.  Mrs. Scull asked if Lebanon Lakes 
is still servicing Presidential Lakes.  Mayor Patriarca stated he can park an 
ambulance in their driveway and if nobody responds, they are not going to come 
out.  Mrs. Scull commented that two people might be there to respond.  Mrs. 
Stinney conveyed that she is not interested in any other subjects and would like to 
have that letter and send it up to the Governor.  Mr. Cartier asked Mrs. Stinney to 
ensure the Township Clerk receives a copy.  Mrs. Stinney asked Council for their 
desire; or suggested perhaps to have the Mayor and Administration go back to the 
drawing board.  Mayor Patriarca informed that Administration has provided all of 
the cuts that they can possibly think of in the areas that they can possibly go into.  
Mrs. Stinney noted that he might be able to find……The Mayor interjected that 
there is no other drawing board and he doesn’t have time as there is a town to run.  
Mayor Patriarca conveyed that he has given Council all of the cuts and options that 
Council has to look at and now it’s Council’s job to earn those big bucks.  Mrs. 
Stinney stated the town is fine and the department heads will run the town.  The 
Mayor reiterated that Administration has no other cuts and his department heads 
are worried now with the cuts that have been imposed already.  Mrs. Stinney stated 
her recommendation then to the Mayor is to go back to the drawing board and let 
the residents know how much the taxes will go up.  Mayor Patriarca stated Council 



is at his drawing board and local taxes will increase approximately 4.6 cents.  Mrs. 
Scull confirmed 4.6 is where Council is at with the $176,000 taken out.  Mrs. Scull 
reiterated that Council should look at another $24,000 which would take the total 
to $200,000.  Mrs. Stinney expressed that would be a drop in the bucket.  Mrs. 
Stinney commented that neither will the workers at the recreation program the after 
school program.  Mrs. Scull stated Council should look into sending the Governor 
Council’s displeasure.  Mrs. Scull stated the Governor is not lowering property 
taxes or making property tax reform by doing this.  Mrs. Scull conveyed there was 
another thing in the Mayor’s Budget, so don’t cut that off yet because there was a 
recommendation to request Town Council add $6,035 to Line Item #255-22400 
Fire and Emergency Medical Division and asked the Mayor if that still needed to 
be looked at.  Mayor Patriarca replied it is something that has come up that has 
been mandated.  Mrs. Scull suggested checking with Deborah to see if the 
physicals could be done cheaper there.  The Mayor responded that is possible and 
Administration can explore that but the funding still has to be in place.  Mr. Inge 
asked if the volunteer fire fighters have insurance, can they get the physical 
through their insurance and the Township pays the difference.  Mrs. Scull 
commented that a lot of insurances don’t do that.  Mr. Vaz explained it is a specific 
type of examination.  Mr. Cartier questioned the appropriateness of putting this in 
Line Item #2-09300, Physical.  Mrs. Scull reported it is currently under 
miscellaneous expenses and would think it would go under physical.  Mrs. Scull 
asked if that is another $6,000 on top of the $3,000 that is already there.  The 
Mayor and Mr. Vaz both replied yes.  The Mayor continued that physicals are still 
being done for new applicants. 
 
 Motion by Scull and Cartier to add $6,035 to Physicals, for Department 252, 
 Page 37, Line Item #1-20070001-0252-2-09300 Physicals and Drug Testing 
 from $3,000 to $9,035.  Scull, yes; Cartier, yes; Inge, yes; Prickett, yes; 
 Stinney, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Scull conveyed this takes it down to $170,000.  Mrs. Scull noted that she 
keeps looking for things but really hasn’t found anything and suggested that 
Council have a public hearing on this and let the public tell Council if they don’t 
want the Police Officers and if they don’t want their taxes to go up and if they 
don’t want Council to fund certain things; let them come out and tell us what they 
think Council should take out.  Mrs. Stinney commented there is already a 
scheduled meeting tomorrow.  Mrs. Stinney stated she didn’t know maybe the 
Mayor and Business Administrator may be able to sleep over something and come 
up with something else.  Mayor Patriarca responded he didn’t want Council to get 
their hopes up.  Mrs. Stinney stated when the Governor came up with his figures, 
Council was hoping that they were not going to be slashed and the funding 
wouldn’t be slashed as it is and there is nothing wrong with keeping one’s hopes 
up.  Mayor Patriarca noted not without providing less service.  Mrs. Stinney 
commented that the Mayor can come back and tell Council tomorrow and it is 
already scheduled.  The Mayor informed if he tells Council there will be less 
service, Council will only turn it down. Mrs. Stinney advised she will be here 
tomorrow at 6:00.  Mayor Patriarca commented Administration will be here but 
this is what Administration has.  Mrs. Scull asked Council if anyone else had any 
suggestions.   
 
 Motion by Inge to hire 2 Patrolmen in the Police Department. 
 
Mrs. Scull advised that is already in the Budget.  Mrs. Stinney advised it is there 
and Council did not take it out.  Mr. Inge stated it wasn’t approved though.  Mr. 
Prickett informed Council did approve it.  Mr. Inge asked if there were 3 votes to 
add it.  Mr. Prickett advised Council had the 4 votes that were needed and he made 
the motion and Mrs. Scull seconded the motion.  Mrs. Scull commented on the 
Solid Waste Disposal and Tipping Fees on page 77.  Mrs. Scull noted that 
$932,000 was spent last year which was down from what was expected and this 



time there is $950,000 in the Budget and suggested a program be started on 
educating the public.  Mrs. Scull suggested the residents that are putting large 
items out for the trash could be donated to Goodwill or the Christian Caring Center 
and the Township wouldn’t be paying the tonnage.  Mrs. Scull also commented on 
putting bottles in the trash instead of recycling is costing the Township money.  
Mrs. Scull noted a lot of the residents don’t realize this when driving down the 
road and seeing the things that are put out for garbage.  Mayor Patriarca advised 
that he does not disagree with the statement of residents but informed that the cost 
of disposal is going up and we’ll be lucky if this covers it.  much one would get 
fined for burning leaves.  Mrs. Stinney stated the Mayor can’t find anything else 
and suggested Council take the Budget books home and scrutinize and go over 
some line items and come back tomorrow night with some recommendations.  Mrs. 
Scull complimented Mr. Vaz and the Mayor for their time and energy put in to the 
Budget to come up with their suggestions and even though Council doesn’t agree 
with all of them, she knows they worked hard to do it.  Mayor Patriarca replied 
they are just options.  Mrs. Stinney asked Council if that is the desire of the 
Council.  Mrs. Stinney reiterated to take the Budget books home, the Mayor 
doesn’t have any other recommendations and maybe fine, tooth comb the Budget a 
little more, just looking.  Council is scheduled to come back tomorrow night and 
may find a recommendation to help the residents through this 4.6 cent tax increase.  
Mrs. Scull stated thankfully there isn’t going to be a school tax increase this year 
and last year the Township was hit with $450,000 because of the State.  Mrs. 
Stinney noted that if there are no further comments, she’ll see everyone back here 
tomorrow.  Mr. Cartier commented that he does not see the need for Council to 
come back tomorrow.  Mr. Cartier conveyed that he has been through this for the 
last three weeks; the Mayor has been through this for the last three months.  Mr. 
Cartier reiterated that the Mayor has been through this for the last three months and 
doesn’t see where there will be any more cuts unless Council starts cutting in to 
personnel.  Mrs. Scull stated there really aren’t places to go there.  Mr. Prickett 
commented that he wanted to thank everyone in the audience and it is good to see 
everybody out.  Mrs. Stinney repeated that she is asking Council if it is their desire 
to come back tomorrow evening.  Mr. Prickett replied if the Council President 
desires to come back tomorrow evening, he would be glad to come back but it is up 
to the Council.  Mrs. Stinney commented that as Council President, she thinks it is 
necessary in that it was advertised for the two days and even if Council finds no 
further cuts they owe it to the public and residents for them to have an opportunity 
to come forward and voice their opinion.  Mr. Prickett thanked everyone and stated 
it is so good to see the room almost filled noting he hasn’t seen a lot of public over 
the last few months and it is important to come out and participate in what Council 
does.  Mr. Inge commented that maybe Council can get some of the information 
requested for the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Young, CMC 
Township Clerk 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


